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Contribution of the Free Leaming Semester Programs of Public Library to
Local Development: Focused on Cases of Busan City
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ABSTRACT

The free learning semester system focuses on the activation of career education of middle school students
as an educational policy that links career recognition in elementary school, career search in middle
school, and career planning in high school. This system was fully implemented in 2016 and public libraries
also provided various programs. This study analyzed the free learning semester system programs of
public libraries in Busan city and demonstrated the contribution of local development. As a result,
career and job search, career exploration and experience, and information literacy enhancement programs
contributed to local knowledge culture, reading culture, learning culture, living culture and leisure
culture. However, contribution of reading exhibitions, job experience, information literacy enhancement
to the leisure culture and local economy were limited. Therefore, it is desirable that all libraries should
add programs related to knowledge ecosystem structure, digital information gap, human healing, social
environment issues, future job prospects, and provide information literacy programs.
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