Librarians' Experience of Occupational Socialization:
A Phenomenological Study
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to identify and understand the meaning and structure of librarians’
experience of occupational socialization. Two in-depth interviews were conducted with each of the
sixteen participants, practiced above 5 years in libraries and selected by theoretical sampling.
Colaizzi’s method of phenomenological interpretation was used to arrive at themes that represent
what the experience of being a librarian meant to participants. Five thematic categories emerged
from the data: 1) growing through deepening work and extending ability, 2) adapting the organization
culture, 3) come to maturity along with users, 3) having double consciousness of the profession,
4) seeking self-realization as a librarian. Thus, librarians’ experience means to orient toward the
becoming a librarian with the professional situated the practice, and is the process librarian concretizes
and realizes the ideal type of librarianship in the practice through adjustable interactive-process

with environments.
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