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The Influence of Social Categorization on
Regional Prejudice Formation

Beom Jun Kim

Research Institute for Human Behavior, Yonsei University

The present research was conducted to examine the influence of social categorization on regional
prejudice formation. In study 1, college students” impression on seven regions (Seoul, Gyunggi,
Gangwon, Chungchung, Gyungsang, Jeolla, Jeju) and preference for those regions were surveyed. The
result showed that students evaluated people from their home-region more positively than people from
other areas. Such evaluations were significantly correlated with their self-esteem, confirming the Social
Identity Theory. Study 2 investigated the influence of in-groupfout-group regional categorization on
memory, atiribution and evaluation on in-groupfout-group. The result indicated that the in-group
fout-group categorization biased memory, attribution, and evaluation on in-group/out-group. Finally,

implications and future research were discussed.

Keywords: regional prejudice, social identity, injout-group categorization, stereotype
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