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The Relationships between Social Comparison
and Self-relevant Negative Emotional Experiences

Doug-woong Hahn and Kwang-eun Eom

Department of psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of social comparison targets, failure feedback,
certainty of the feedback and probability of improvement upon self-relevant negative experiences. It was
hypothesized that certain failure feedback from that downward social comparison would make the most
stressful emotions than those in any other experimental conditions. It was also hypothesized that the
negative effect of the certain failure feedback in downward comparison would be moderated by the
perceived probability of improvement in one’s own performance. In the present paper two laboratory
experiments were performed in order to testify the above hypothesis. The main results of this study
showed that these hypothesis were supported. The results were discussed in terms of the previous studies

published in abroad and Korea and the implications for future study were also suggested.

Keywords : social comparison, comparison targets, performance feedback, feedback certainty,
negative self-emotions
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