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Effects of Group Status, Group Categorization and
Status-relevance on Ingroup Favouritism

Keum-Mi Kim and Doug-Woong Hahn
Department of Psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

The purpose of this study was to investigate moderating effects of group categorization and
status-relevance in reward allocation upon the relationship between group status and in-group favouritism
through a laboratory experiment.

A three-way interaction effects of among group status, group categorization, and status-relevance in
reward allocation were hypothesized. Specifically, it was hypothesized that, when group status is high,
in-group favouritism would be stronger in the intergroup competition condition than that of the
interpersonal competition condition regardless of the status-relevance in reward allocation dimensions. In
contrast, when group status is low, the difference between the two group categorization conditions would
differ depending on the status-relevance -- namely that in the status-irrelevance condition in-group favou -
ritism would be stronger in the intergroup competition condition than in the interpersonal competition
condition, but there would be no significant difference between the two group categorization-intergroup
and interpersonal competition-conditions in the status-relevance condition. The results of this study
showed a partial support for the three-way interaction hypothesis supporting only the predictions
regarding the low status condition.

The main results of this study were discussed in terms of social identity theory and the results of the
previous studies. The significance, implications, and limitations of these findings were discussed and the
suggestions for the future study were mentioned.

Keywords: ingroup favouritism, group status, social identity theory, group categorization, status-

relevance, reward allocation
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