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% 2e AAE FolM AYAEE 470249] PC Laboj
A1 H et

°] 49 4%°] 17127} HolM ofd AYE e
AYU). 47 Labe] 7 ol 194 FoirlA Fuirt.
ol HPE7E] & 28 olFEAE e ¢ 4 ¢l
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An investigation for the situational conditions under which
personality traits are effective on cooperative behavior

Ki-dok Nam
Department of Psychology, Korea Military Academy

The relationship between personality traits and harvesting behavior was investigated in a resource
dilemma situation. Two questions were examined: Under what conditions of resource dilemma will
personality traits have significant relationship with, and are which personality traits related to cooperative
behavior? Groups of four subjects (174 Military Academy cadets) were asked to harvest points from a
replenishable resource pool. False feedback was provided regarding the other subjects’ harvest sizes.
“Use” variable was manipulated: One third of the subjects thought that the others were underusing it,
and the remaining third were led to believe that the others were using the resource optimally. The primary
dependent measure was mean group harvest. Subjects had completed 4 personality tests before they
participated in the experiment. The tests were the MMPI, a Standardized Diagnostic  Personality
Inventory, a Self-Actualization Inventory, and an Intelligence Test. Personality traits measured through
the tests were correlated with harvest points. Subjects harvests were minimal under the “overuse”
condition, showing consistent results with prior studies. As expected more subjects in the “overuse”
condition voted to give up free access to the resource in favor of a leader than did subjects in the other
conditions. Those personality traits that are correlated with harvest points were found mainly in the
over-use condition, in which humanistic personality traits were negatively correlated with harvest points.
Future research agenda was discussed in relation to these results.

Keywords : resource dilemma, personality traits, harvesting conditions, harvesting behavior
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