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Which facial attributes of women attract young men?

Kyung-Seong Lee and Doug-Woong Hahn
Department of Psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

Two studies examined the effects of facial attributes on attractiveness. In study 1, we investigated the
effects of ‘submissive-fierce’, ‘intelligent-dull’, ‘gentle- frivolous/thoughtlessness’, and ‘womanly-manly’
dimensions on women's attractiveness. Specifically, 138 male undergraduate students rated 126 female
photographs on the four dimensions or attractiveness. To examine the effects of the four dimensions of
facial impressions on women’s attractiveness, multiple regression analyses were performed. The results
showed that womanly and intelligent faces were rated as more attractive, and R%f these two dimensions
were 86%. But, there was a possibility that the two dimensions became salient because the photographs
were all different in terms of attractiveness. In study 2, we examined the effects of the ‘womanly- manly’
and ‘intelligent- dull’ dimensions on women’s attractiveness with the attractiveness fixed at the middle
level. There were four target photographs, each from four female undergraduate students who differed
on the ‘womanly- manly’ and ‘intelligent- dull’ dimensions. Twenty male undergraduate students rated
the attractiveness and facial impressions of the photographs. The results showed that the two dimensions
were still influential in the attractiveness ratings, and manly and dull faces were rated as more unattractive

than the faces in the other conditions.

Keywords : Facial impressions, ‘womanly-manly’ dimension, ‘intelligent-dull’ dimension, inter-

personal attraction
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