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The Relation between Spouse Similarity and Marital
Satisfaction : An Analysis on Profile Similarity

Jaehong Ko and Myeongjin, Jeon

Department of Psychology, Kyungnam University

The present research was performed to examine how much Korean spouses have similarities in several
areas, the relation between their similarities and year of marriage, and the relation between their
similarities and marital satisfaction. One hundred and fifty spouses having different year of marriage and
living in Kyungnam, Korea participated in the present research. The index of spouse similarity was profile
similarity calculated on Kenny(inpress)’s suggestion. The result showed that spouses are very similar each
other on profile similarity index in all of areas. And the differences between spouses in the Big-five
personality traits did not related with their marital satisfaction. Of the 4 areas that showed similarity,
just only the similarity of marage couple’s perceptions about ideal marriage related with marital
satisfactions of husbands and wives. The magnitude of spouses’ similarities had no relation with years
of marriage. Although the data of the present research was collected by cross-sectional method, this

finding is consistent with that of several longitudinal studies(eg. Feng & Baker, 1994).

Key words : spouse similarity, marital satisfaction, profile similarity
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