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Detecting Deceit Via Analysis of
Nonverbal Behavior Cues of Suspect

Si Up Kim Woo Byoung Jhon Kyung Ha Kim
Mi Young Kim Choong Hyean Jhon
Kyonggi University

We examined the effective nonverbal cues of detecting lies of suspect and compared this findings and
previous findings. 51 university students participated in a study about cheating an exam and they were
asked 6 questions about the exam individually. After separating lie and truth responses of each questions,
we compared the mean frequency of nonverbal behaviors when they were telling a truth and a lie. The
following behaviors were coded: latency period, vocal characteristicsthigh pitch of voice, speech
hesitations, speech error, frequency of pauses), facial characteristics(gaze, smile, touching face, blinking,
tongue), Movements(illustrators, hand and finger movement, leg and foot movement, head movement,
trunk movement, shifting position). While lying, they showed more high pitch of voice, speech hesitation,
smile and trunk movement, less blinking and illustrators. This finding, such as more speech hesitation,
trunk movement, high pitch of voice and less illustrate when they lied, supports previous findings and
also showed less blink when they lied even though previous finding didn’t showed. However, this finding

showed more smile while the previous findings showed less smile when they lied

Key words : detecting deceit, nonverbal behavior
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