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ozd ZINE & ¢l A 2ok vFe] A% 2001
SAXE AA =EAT F A4 =F5Ho| AAsh= HE
o] 46%°l 0|2 1 F 45%<] 8L A%, T2l L 7
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Hostile and Benevolent Sexism and the Evaluation of the
Autocratic vs. Democratic Female Leadership

Miyoung Ahn Hai-Sook Kim Sangsu Ahn
Silla University Ajou University Kyungbuk University

An experiment was conducted to investigate whether the evaluation of a female leader with either autocratic
or democratic leadership style would be affected in terms of the sex of the evaluator and the hostile
and/or benevolent sexism of the evaluator. The evaluation of a female leader was measured on 3 aspects :
relational aspects, competence, and the attitude toward the female leader. The results of the analyses regarding
the evaluation on the relational aspects, such as warmth, acceptability and likability, and the attitudes
toward the female leader were consistent with the prediction by the role congruity theory; the democratic
female leader, whose behaviors were congruent with the expectation of female gender-role, was more
highly evaluated than the autocratic female leader, whose behaviors were incongruent. This differential
evaluations between the democratic and autocratic female leader were more conspicuous in male evaluators.
The competence of a female leader tended to be more highly evaluated for the autocratic female leader
than the democratic female leader, which was significant only for the female evaluators. The more the
participants advocated the benevolent sexism, the more positively the female leader was evaluated on
all aspects. This positive influence of the benevolent sexism was especially true when the female participants
evaluated the attitudes toward the democratic leader. The more male and female evaluators advocated
the hostile sexism, they evaluated the autocratic female leader as more competent than the democratic

female leader. The results and the implications of the study were discussed.

Key words : autocratic-democratic leadership style, female leader, role congruity theory, ambivalent

sexism, hostile/benevolent sexism, gender-role
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