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Sex Differences of Nonverbal Behaviors During Deception

Woo Byoung Jhon Si Up Kim

Kyonggi University

This study was examined the sex differences of nonverbal behaviors cues during deception. 62 students
participated in the experiment in pairs, with one of them as an subject and the other as an accomplice.
31 subjects(male; 15, female; 16) were led to cheat on an exam and were asked six questions about
the exam individually. After separating lie and truth responses to each question, the mean frequency of
nonverbal behaviors were compared when they were telling a truth with when they were lying.
There were 16 nonverbal behaviors measured by frequency : paralanguage (latency period, high pitch of
voice, speech hesitations, speech errors, frequency of pauses), facial characteristics (gaze aversion, smiles,
blinking, use of tongues), body movements (illustrators, adaptors, hand and finger movements, leg and
foot movements, head movements, trunk movements, shifting positions).

The result of the research showed more behaviors of speech hesitations, smiles, illustrators, adaptors and
showed less behaviors of speech errors, hand/legftrunk movements when they were lying than telling a
truth. On the other hand, sex differences of nonverbal behaviors during deception were found that female

students showed less speech hesitations, hand movements when they were lying.
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