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Individual Levels of Collectivism and Reactions to
Suppression of Collectivistic Symbols

Jin A Park Eunkook M. Suh

Yonsei University

The present study examined whether reactions to suppression of a collectivistic symbol varies across
individuals with different chronic levels of collectivism. Participants in the suppression condition were
instructed to actively avoid thinking about the Korean national flag. The cognition pattern of individuals
with a strong collectivistic identity became less collectivistic in reaction to the flag suppression instruction.
In contrast, those with a relatively weak collectivistic self-view showed accentuated collectivistic tendencies
in the suppression condition. The desire to maintain an optimal level of separateness and belongingness

(Brewer, 1991) seems to evoke different reactions between high/low collectivistic individuals to suppressions

of cultural symbols.

Keywords: Collectivism; Suppression; Individual difference
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