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Extending the Validity of the Schwartz’s Universal
Value Theory : The Case of Korean University Students

Yeonshin Kim Hanna Choi

Myongji University Sungsan Hyo Graduate School

The purpose of the current study was to examine the validity of Schwartz’s value theory to Korean
university students. This study employed the 57-item Schwartz Value Survey (SVS; Schwartz, 1994) and
conducted similarity structure analysis to examine the value structure and contents among Korean
University students (n=582). The results indicated a consistency with the theoretical model proposed by
Schwartz. The value structures of Korean university students were similar to Schwartz’ theoretical model
with several variations. Eight out of 10 value domains were identified as discrete and 2 value domains
(Benevolence and Conformity) were combined. Fifty-one out of 57 values emerged in the postulated

locations. Implications for cross-cultural differences in values were discussed.

Keywords: Schwartz’s value theory; Similarity structure analysis; Value structure; Value content
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£Z2 1. Schwartzel 7x| Z2X|(SVS)oll chst SSAEAM 2XI2l Zn}t ZFZL (n = 580)

Ttem coeff. of } } =3 Item coeff. of }
Alienation 1A 274 Liks Alienation A
1 .28585 16.89 18.02 30 .20343 23.60
2 .31810 25.39 17.80 31 28262 72.25
3 22386 90.23 36.41 32 28553 3.67
4 .25505 85.13 21.89 33 .37267 40.37
5 29812 66.39 12.17 34 .24999 78.04
6 .20106 5.98 18.12 35 .27903 25.71
7 37222 42.99 51.73 36 .18868 15.88
8 .27090 32.42 29.94 37 .38018 57.92
9 .30754 70.13 22.50 38 23617 24.86
10 .32254 8.07 50.38 39 .30809 64.34
11 .28396 28.95 56.20 40 .25960 32.13
12 16772 100.00 38.61 41 .37539 58.07
13 .29595 34.10 16.68 42 31793 62.64
14 28734 49.53 30.43 43 .18606 85.53
15 29997 36.23 43.77 44 .31056 21.16
16 22893 49.08 20.29 45 18113 15.44
17 18375 20.95 22.98 46 .31000 80.26
18 .27766 30.36 32.24 47 28417 18.03
19 .34031 30.14 67.43 48 37319 55.64
20 26091 26.27 38.93 49 20784 20.52
21 27847 60.18 38.99 50 .23939 81.82
22 27446 59.74 79.95 51 .20682 .00
23 19137 80.59 48.16 52 24242 23.68
24 20721 30.86 19.45 53 26173 58.86
25 27041 57.40 15.47 54 19964 16.53
26 .36368 41.12 33.28 55 17578 87.79
27 23355 82.79 42.03 56 29142 60.35
28 .29899 51.08 66.03 57 .18898 86.53
29 .22088 30.56 22.36
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