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The Factors Influencing the Korean
Adolescents’ Attitude to Minority Groups

Kye-Min Yang
National Youth Policy Institute

This study explored the factors influencing the Korean adolescents’ attitude to minority groups. For this
purpose, 3,185 Korean adolescents completed a questionnaire including measures such as authoritarian
personality tendency, Korean identity, feeling of realistic conflict perception, and attitude to foreign
laborers, the children of international marriage couples, North Korean refugee, and Chinese Koreans in
Korea. As the results, realistic conflict perception was found as the most effective one among the three
factors to explain the attitude to minorities in the Korean society. This results suggest that multicultural
education for the Korean majority adolescents has to primarily focus not only on the feelings of realistic

conflict perception but also on the vague fear toward minority groups by providing the objective

information and neutral perspectives.

Kyewords: multiculturalism; intercultural sensitivity; realistic conflict theory; social identity theory
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