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Punitive Philosophy and Sentence Judgement
on White-Collar Crime

Seung-Hyuk Choi Beom-Jun Kim Si-Up Kim
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This study explores the public sentence judgement and punitive philosophy on the white—collar crimes. Study 1,
157 students made sentence and judged punitive philosophy on fraud, embezzlement, bribery, robbery, and theft.
The fraud, embezzlement, and robbery assigns 3 or more years sentence on the existing criminal law. The results
showed that the white—collar crimes(fraud, embezzlement) were sentenced longer than the general crimes(robbery).
The fraud, embezzlement, and robbery were sentenced based on the incapacitation philosophy. The bribery and
theft were sentenced based on the retribution philosophy. Study 2 examined whether the results of study 1 was
due to the difference of the social status of offenders. 99 students made sentence and punitive philosophy
judgments on embezzlement. The results showed that both social status (high and low) were not different at
sentence judgement, and that both conditions were sentenced based on the incapacitation philosophy as study 1.
The results imply that the general public judged more strictly than the legislator and the court did on the white
collar crimes. It implies that people perceived the white collar crimes more seriously than the general crimes
regardless of the offender's social status. Implication of the findings for the sentencing guideline preparation are
discussed.

Keywords | white—collar crime, punitive philosophy, sentence judgement, sentencing guideline, social statuis.
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