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Effects of Individual Problem Behaviors, Family Income, and
Perceptions of Environment on
Vocational High School Students’ Disciplinary

Hee-jung Lee Hye-Sook Park Myong-Nam Jun
Seoul Social Welfare Graduate University = Honam University = Open Cyber University

This longitudinal study investigated Korean vocational high school students’ experiencing disciplinary punishment
over three years, incorporating individual and environmental characteristics and their perceptions of environment.
We used the Korean Education and Employment Panel Study data (KEEPS: middle school 3rd-grade cohort’s 2nd
through 4th year data) and logit regression models. We investigated the relative effect of such variables as
gender, school and home life satisfaction, status delinquencies (e, truancy, running-away, smoking, drinking
alcohols) and home economic condition on the probability of vocational high school students’ experiencing
disciplinary punishment. Among the covariates, smoking was statistically significant and positively associated
with experiencing disciplinary punishment at each time point, and its effect was largest during the sophomore
year which was followed by that of 3rd and 1st year respectively. In the case of the 2nd year, the log-odds of
experiencing punishment was lower with the students who were satisfied with their school life than those who
were not. The effect of truancy was the largest among the variables in the model, but its effects appeared only
during the 3rd year. In addition, in the case of the 3rd year, runaway, smoking were also associated moderately
with the log—odds of experiencing punishment. Future directions for guidance related to vocational high school
students’ deviant behaviors and disciplinary punishment were discussed.

Keywords . disciplinary punishment, status delinquency, satistiction with school, home, logit regression models
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