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Correlational Structure of
Self-esteem and Cultural Characteristics

Seungah Ryu

Korea University

Culture makes an important role on psychological developments and functions. In particular, the development and
enhancement of self-esteem have been influenced by the prevalent cultural characteristics in the context. The
improvement of our self-esteem could relate the value of the context we live. This study examined the 4 cultural
characteristics (horizontal-vertical/individualism-collectivism) from the college students in Korea and US., and
then looked into the correlation between self-esteem and cultural characteristics. 224 Korean and 230 American
college students were participated in this study. The findings demonstrated both countries showed (1) that
horizontal-individualism and horizontal-collectivism had higher scores than vertical things; (2) that significant
correlations between self-esteem and two horizontal factors were found; (3) that SEM from each country was
confirmed appropriate  goodness—of—fit structures. Research findings would enhance the understanding of
self-esteem concepts and provide various perspectives of the relations between culture and self-esteem.

Keywords . self-esteem, cultural characteristics, horizontal individualism, horizontal collectivism

1Ak Hadd 20104 38 79
THEED Hed 20104 58 28
AR ebged 20104 53 29

- 182 -



AlolES

2o 231 ME

tel ZhA o7

3 2
AolEsd 28 7F o 28 S A 3 28 MAA| Cronbach's a2l Z2t
2% e 2usd 2P
kel 1 9 3 4 5 6 . 3 9 0 A2+ Cronbach's a
2 0w e D 16+ Dew D 00 16k D 29 81
4 Alew Sheos Aeer W e 18k 04 e Zwer 3 81
5 s S Gleer rees Alews Lgwen 15x ADwex Trex 5 ™
8 e s Awex Nwx  SOwer Sowex Sies 7 17 8
9 Ok Dk AGwer Qe Alwsr ATewr Aees Sower Qs &3 78
P o m o 0®m o omowM o m om m & 6B
[} e
O T < S (S S S N
WhAe 9 BE SRS 9% ushel Asel] vztiel A% ol v dsAe Aol

xp<.05,

#xp< 01, #xxp< 001

- 183 -



WWwWWw.KcCi.go.kr



