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Historical and Cultural Analyses

of Collective Features of Korean Society

Taeyun Jung
Chung-Ang University

The present study aimed to trace by historical and cultural approach the roots of collective features held by
Korean society. For this goal, literature review was conducted for the factors which were related to collective
characteristics within the contexts of pre-modern Korean society. First, structural and administrative aspects of
Korean villages, which implemented strong impacts on the lives of the villagers, were examined. Second, as
economic characteristics of the traditional society, agricultural life centered on rice cultivation and its relevant
practices of cooperative working were reviewed. Also, the processes how Confucianism, which offered ideological
framework of governance on the pre-modern society, was infiltrated to the residents of the villages were
examined. Finally, their life was studied by observing yearly practices and folk plays in relation to leisure. Given
all of these, the sources of Korean collectivism were discussed.

Keywords: collectivism, historicaleultural aooroach, vilage commurion, agricultural society, Confucianism, folk plays.
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