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Trends of Value Changes in Korea:
Based on 1979, 1998, and 2010 Survey Data

Eun-Yeong Na Yuri Cha
Sogang University

The present study presents the trends of value changes in Korea through the analyses of 1979, 1998, and 2010
survey data. In order to compare the data of three-wave surveys directly, the same value items were used in the
2010 survey as in 1993, Three items from each of the self- and family—centered individualism,
anti—authoritarianism, assertiveness, uncertainty—avoidance, future orientation, gender equality, and rich life were
selected. 800 Koreans (100 from each of 20's, 30's, 40’s, and 50’s males and females) were sampled from Seoul,
6 National Regional Cities, and proportional districts at Kyung-gi Province, and were surveyed through individual
interviews. Results showed the greatest increase of (1) individualism emphasizing self and close family, and (2)
egalitarian perspective toward women (permission of social activity, decrease of stick to chastity, etc.) between
1998 and 2010, as between 1979 and 1998. In addition, (3) the increasing tendency of assertiveness and
anti—authoritarianism was a little weakened, because of a slight increase of humble attitudes toward the elderly.
Interestingly, the 50's speed of change was a little faster than the 20's during the recent 12 years from 1998
through 2010, which resulted in somewhat decreased generational difference especially in the rapidly—changing
value items. This result is different from that in 1998 survey, which had showed the faster change of 20's than
50's. It seems that during the recent 12 years (199872010) the 50’s have been trying to adjust themselves to the
widely-accepted values which had been led by the youngers during the previous 19 years (197971998). Relatively
stable values which have gained support from over 50% of Koreans regardless of genders and generations
throughout the investigated 30 years are also important as common ground of mutual communication for a united
society.

Keywords: value, change, generation, difference, Korean, individualism, gender equality, power—distance,
assertiveness, communication
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