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The Psychological Representation Types of Political

Phenomenon in Korea

Dowhan Kim Sang Min Whang Yoon-shik Choi
Chung-Ang University Yonsei University

The present research attempts to describe Korean people’s psychological mindsets concerning diverse political
issues and explore the effect of these mindsets on people’s political stances and behaviors. In study 1, 86
statements that reflected diverse political issues and stances were extracted and Q methodology was utilized for
this exploratory study. The results indicated that there were three prevalent mindsets in Korea. These types of
mindsets include: public society versus private society (Group 1), justice society versus opposition society (Group
2) and pledge society versus ideology society (Group 3). In Study 2, a survey was distributed to 500 participants
to further explore this issue based on the results found in Study 1. The results indicated that 49.8% of the
population was in Group 1, 344% in Group 2 and 158% in Group 3. In addition, these three groups differed
significantly in their ideologies, political party that they associate with, voting tendencies, and evaluations of past
and current presidents. The findings revealed how psychological mindsets of political awareness affect behaviors
of the people in Korea and suggested a comprehensive map of people’s stances on political issues in Korea.
This research is meaningful in that it explores political viewpoints not in terms of a conservative-liberal
dichotomy, but more as a psychological phenomenon.

Keywords: Political psychology, political behaviors, subjectivity
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