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Do Liberals and Conservatives Use Different Moral

Foundations: Their Schemas for Yong-san Tragedy

Eunkyoung Chung Haesung Jung Youngwoo Sohn
Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

Moral foundations theory(Haidt & Joseph, 2004) suggests that morality include authority/respect, ingoup/loyalty,
purity/sanctity as well as harm/care and fairness/reciprocity and explains that there are disparities between
liberals and conservatives among those moral foundations. The purpose of this study is aimed to explore that
liberals and conservatives make decisions with different moral foundations on controversial social event, Yong-san
tragedy. After conducting individual and group interviews, study 1 identified 14 concepts related with Yong—san
tragedy (justice, unequal, harm, protect, safety, rights, brutal, obedience, order, illegal, control, development capital,
left-wing, Yong-san tragedy). In Study 2, social network analysis reveals liberals possess larger and more
complicated schema than conservatives. Moreover, whereas liberals’ schema included more concepts belonging to
individualizing foundations(harm and fairmess) than conservatives' schema, conservatives' schema included more
concepts belonging to binding foundation(authority). Implications are discussed.

Keywords: liberals and conservatives, moral foundations theory, Yong-san tragedy, social network analysis
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