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@A A2t BEED) 7Id A2t FESD) A =9 7Id =9
5.98(1.01) 5.77(1.16) 1 16
5.78(1.07) 5.36(1.20) 2 19
5.70(1.57) 4.54(1.49) 3 23
5.64(1.14) 5.53(1.32) 4 18
5.53(1.39) 5.89(1.15) 5 13
4.90(1.55) 5.98(1.20) 6 11
4.85(1.54) 5.20(1.22) 7 21
4.40(1.56) 5.80(1.13) 8 15
3.88(1.39) 5.95(1.19) 9 12
3.86(1.50) 6.15(0.97) 10 7
3.85(1.48) 5.59(1.20) 11 17
3.62(1.52) 6.47(1.06) 12 1
3.60(1.43) 6.00(1.19) 13 9
3.60(1.45) 6.39(0.83) 14 3
3.60(1.70) 3.59(1.81) 15 24
3.40(1.71) 5.01(1.42) 16 22
3.38(1.48) 6.27(1.02) 17 5
3.34(1.36) 6.19(1.08) 18 6
3.33(1.17) 5.99(1.21) 19 10
3.12(1.35) 6.13(1.09) 20 8

A 3.08(1.36) 5.83(1.26) 21 14
3.06(1.34) 5.23(1.57) 22 20
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2.87(1.36) 6.37(1.12) 24 4
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=9 g BHSD) Y Aq H1HSD)
64.10 45.50
18 74 35 9JA}
(25.50) (26.97)
A Bl 63.46 43.93
19 7 36 AL EA] AL
SLENE (25.97) (25.74)
63.39 43.54
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Understanding Public Figure:
Punishment and Forgiveness on an Illegal Behavior

Sarang Ha Beom Jun Kim Min C. Kim

Kyonggi University Sookmyung Women's University
Department of Social Psychology

This study investigated the general concept of public figure and how illegal acts of public figure influence
punishment and forgiveness evaluation. In Experiment 1, participants defined public figure as a person with
recognition and who can exert influence on other people. Also, participants perceived that public figure should
have following characteristics: integrity, honesty and morality. In Experiment II, participants were asked to
measure what type of characteristics public figure currently have and what characteristics public figures are
expected to have. The results indicated that there were a number of differences between current characteristics
and the characteristics that they are expected to have, except recognizability and physical apparence. Significant
differences were observed on integrity, morality and following the norm, and participants perceived that public
figures should have less economic power, social status, and influence on the society. Experiment III measured
what types of occupations public figure would have. The results indicated that public officials, entertainers were
considered as public figures. Experiment IV evaluated punishment and forgiveness on an illegal action committed
by public figures. The result indicated that there was a significant difference on evaluation of punishment,
criticism, self-reflection between a public figure and an ordinary person. The implications of the current study

were discussed.

Key words : public figure, illegal behavior, punitive judgement, criticism, forgiveness
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