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Effects of legal culture on lay judgment of self-defense

Yoori Seong JongHan Kim Cynthia A. Meyersburg Kwangbai Park
Chungbuk National Coastal Carolina Chungbuk National
University University University

Two questions about lay people’s judgment of self-defense plea were examined with trial scenarios based on
actual criminal cases in which the defendants plead not guilty by reason of self-defense: (1) Whether legal
culture or cultural style of attribution influences the lay judgment of self-defense; (2) Whether lay people use
situational information to determine self-defense. From the responses of 202 Korean and 205 American college
students, it was suggested that legal culture, but not the cultural style of attribution, exerts strong influences
on the lay judgments of self-defense. It was also found that lay people, regardless of culture, incorporate
situational information sensitively to arrive at a judgment of self-defense. Implications of the findings for jury

trials in which the defendants claim self-defense were discussed.

Key words : judgment of self-defense, legal culture, fundamental attvibution ervor
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