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Judging Extraversion from a 3-second Voice Clip

Ji-eun Shin Eunkook M. Suh Mina Son

Yonsei University

Can people make valid personality judgments from a person’s voice? This study examined whether women
could judge men’s extraversion level based solely on their voices. In Study 1, 51 females rated the extraversion
level of male participants after hearing their voices recorded during a scripted dialogue with a confederate. The
raters’ extraversion ratings correlated with the target person’s self-reported extraversion, behavioral activation
system, and number of reported friends. In Study 2, 47 females rated the extraversion level of males after
hearing a 3-second recording of a news article they read alone. Again, extraversion judged from the voice clips
correlated with the target’s self-reported extraversion level, and 8 months later, with the amount of pleasure
experienced in social activities and importance attached to achievement and hedonic values. Our research
suggests that a person’s voice, disclosed merely a few seconds, can serve as a reliable cue for inferring his/her

personality.

Key words : Voice, extraversion, personality, person perception
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