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The Effect of Gender and Age on the

Perception of Sexual Violence

Sun Kyung Lee Yong Hoe Heo Sun W. Park

Korea University

We investigated how gender and age affect the perception of sexual violence. Participants whose age ranged
from 20 to 69 read one of two scenarios about a dating couple. In one scenario, the man had sex with the
woman against the woman's will at the end of the story. In the other scenario, the man did not attempt to
have sex once realizing that the woman did not want to have sex. Participants then answered the following
five items regarding the two characters in the scenario: sincerity of woman’s refusal, woman’s unpleasantness,
woman’s sexual satisfaction, man’s violence, and man’s masculinity. There were several significant two-way
interactions between participant gender and condition, and between participant age and condition. It was found
that male and old participants were more likely than their counterparts to score low on sincerity of woman’s
refusal, woman’s unpleasantness, and man’s violence, and score high on woman’s sexual satisfaction and man’s

masculinity in the sex condition. No meaningful pattern was found in the no sex condition.

Keywords : sexual violence, dating rvape, gender difference, age difference
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