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Development and Validation of Primary and

Secondary School Students’ Character Test

Ju Hyun Mi Young Han So Hyun Im

Korean Educational Development Institute

The purpose of this study was to develop the character scale for primary and secondary school students and to
evaluate its reliability and validity. To this end, this study made the best use of various methods, such as
literature review, delphi survey, experts meeting, e-mail interview to teachers and developed preliminary test
items. Also, to verify the content validity character experts rated those items. On the basis of the preliminary
test results, 110 items of KEDI character test were selected. The KEDI character test was administered to
sample of 40,000 students in elementary(fifth grade), middle(second grade) and high(first grade) school. Ten
factors were extracted from the exploratory factor analysis and the results of the confirmatory factor analysis
supported a ten-factor structure. KEDI character test is composed of 10 constructs, namely self-respect,
integrity, emotional & social intelligence, responsibility, self-regulation, honesty & courage, wisdom, justice, and
citizenship. KEDI character test shows strong levels of reliability(internal, test-retest) and clear patterns of

concurrent validity. Finally, the implication of results and future direction of the present study were discussed.

Keywords : primary and secondary school students, character, character test, validation
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