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Multicultural Groups in South Korea
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This study explored the factors influencing the North Korean Refugees’ attitude to multicultual groups in
South Korea. For this purpose, 273 North Korean defectors completed a questionnaire including attitude
toward the multicultural groups including women who immigrated for marriage, the children of international
marriage couples, and the foreign laborers in South Korea, realistic conflict perception, Korean identity,
perception of social discrimination, and life satisfaction. The results revealed that there was no strong effect of
sex and age, the effect of contact appeared partially in the factors of the positive attitude toward the women
who immigrated for marriage and the children of international marriage couples. The attitudes toward women
who immigrated for marriage and the children of international marriage couples were better than foreign
laborers. In addition, life satisfaction and Korean identity were found to have a major effect on the positive
attitude toward multicultural groups, negative attitude was affected by realistic conflict perception and
perception of social discrimination, feeling of pity was affected by perception of social discrimination, and social

distance was affected by multiple factors depending on the sub-groups.

Kyewords: Novth Korean defector, Multicultural group, Realistic conflict, social discrimination, Korean identity
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