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The Effects of Priming Incidental Emotions

on System Justification

Hyeon Jeong Kim Sang Hee Park

Department of Psychology, Chungbuk National University

People are motivated to rationalize the world and the system that they live in (Jost & Banaji, 1994), and
those with higher levels of this system justification motive are less likely to support social change. Meanwhile,
primed emotions unrelated to a given target can influence perceptions and judgments involving that target
(Lerner & Keltner, 2000). Therefore it is possible that primed emotions unrelated to the system affect the
degree of system justification, and in turn change the willingness to protest against the system. To test this,
we had participants watch a short video clip to induce one of four emotions (anger, sadness, happiness, and
fear), and measured system justification as well as the willingness to protest against the status quo. As
predicted, anger-induced participants justified the system less than those who were primed with fear or
happiness. Although the direct effect of emotion priming on the willingness to protest was not significant, the
indirect effect through system justification was. The result confirms that incidental emotions can influence how

people construe the reality and the motivation to change it.

Reywords : system justification, incidental emotion, willingness to protest, emotion priming
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