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A multilevel analysis of the relationship among student-teacher
attachment, classroom climate, and school happiness of

elementary students

Hyunju Choi Yunmi Jeong Jiwon Kim Sang Min Lee

Korea University Saesol Korea University

Elementary School

Elementary students and their homeroom teacher share the most of school life. The interaction between
homeroom teacher and students forms “classroom climate”, which can influence student's school adjustment,
school satisfaction, and school happiness as a unique organizational climate. This study analyzed the influence of
student-teacher attachment and classroom climate on students' school happiness using hierarchical linear model.
Results confirmed the influence of student-teacher attachment and classroom climate on school happiness as not
only individual unit predictors (level-1) but also organizational unit predictors (level-2). The magnitude of
student-teacher attachment and classroom climate was similar at the individual unit (level-1), whereas the
magnitude of student-teacher attachment was greater than that of classroom climate at the organizational unit
(level-2). In addition, cross-level interaction was found between student-teacher attachment (level-1) and
classroom climate (level-2). It supports the buffering effect of positive classroom climate for students who feel
difficulties in student-teacher attachment. Implications of the study and suggestions for future research were

discussed.

Keywords : Student-teacher astachment, Classroom Climate, School Happiness, HLM(Hierarchical Linear Model)
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