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Effects of priming city concepts on belief in just world and

cooperative decision-making

Namhee Kim Woo Young Chun

Department of Psychology, Chungnam National University

Two studies examined the possibility that information relevant to the concepts of city and rural areas can
influence belief in just worldBJW) and cooperative behavior. In study 1, participants were asked to imagine
city(vs. rural) areas. In an ostensibly unrelated second task, participants responded to BJW scale. The results
showed that participants perceived the world as a more fair place when the concepts of city(vs. rural) area
were primed. In study 2, we used a scrambled sentence task(SST) for implicitly priming the concepts of city
or rural areas. After completion of the priming procedure, participants were invited to a second, ostensibly
separate experiment in which they were asked to make a decision in a prisoner’s dilemma game. The results
showed that participants primed with the city concepts made more cooperative decisions than those who were
primed with rural area concepts. The implications of present study for cooperative decision-making are

discussed.

Reywords : priming, belief in just world, city, rural area, cooperation
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