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I 1o Wizl B4 #Ago) L}EM Aok Al Fhe FE Hske A9 d 3AH oz Wl
e FEuj) 2ol AAHILH, sEFY At e FRIEATh AHSA FAH =
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sEFol tigk Al dEiAE wiAE  F 7lER Bo 959 AFRR 7jEEo] AL
AE AAEAARE HERE FolskA @t T AIEEE o FFHoE vee Aol 9l
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T p<.10, * p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p<.001
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T p<.10, * p<.05, ** p<.01, *** p< 001
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The effects of indirect attack on the
value underlying attitudes towards the affirmative action policy:

Intervention effect of value attack

Jaewuk Jung Hai-Sook Kim

Department of Psychology, Graduate School of Ajou University

The present study examined how to persuade college students to support for the affirmative action policy for
women. We hypothesized that since the persuasion attempts directly arguing against the recipients’ existing
attitudes often had been confronted with resistance, indirect methods to attack the values or principles on
which attitudes were based might be more effective. In Study 1, we presented the participants with either a
message criticizing the meritocracy value(or principle) or insisting directly for the affirmative action policy. The
participants indicated their attitudes towards AA both before and after reading the message. The results
showed that the participants’ attitudes toward the AA policy tended to change more positively after reading
the message criticizing the meritocracy value, in comparison with the participants who read the message
arguing for the AA policy directly. The results also demonstrated that the positive effect of the attack on the
value of meritocracy on attitude change was mediated by the increased favorability of the meritocracy value. In
Study 2, we directly manipulated the favorability of the meritocracy value by providing positive or neutral
evaluative information of the ingroup (i.e., the opinion of the same University students’ as the participant’s)
regarding the meritocracy value or principle. The results demonstrated that as expected, positive ingroup norm
compared to the neutral one changed the participant’s attitudes towards the AA policy more positively. The

theoretical and practical implications of these findings were discussed.

Key words : value, attitude change, persuasion, affirmative action, meritocracy
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