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Given who they are... surely they would do:
The roles of moral characteristics and typicality of crime

in judical judgment of intentionality

Seung-Hyuk Choi Taekyun Hur

Inst. of Defense Acquisition Program, Dept. of Psychology, Korea Univ.
Kwangwoon Univ.

The moral-character model (Choi & Hur, 2020) in judical judgment of intentionality proposed that crime
agent’s moral characteristic would be a core factor regardless of its direct relevance to the crime. The previous
studies on the model have focused only on the moral characteristic of the crime agents but not on that of the
victims. We examined the interactive roles and potential mechanisms - typicality of the crime - of moral
characteristics of both the parties on intentionality judgment. In Study 1, participants were presented with one
of four scenarios varied in moral characteristics (positive vs. negative) of both the crime agent and victim and
rated how intentional the crime was. In Study 2, participants first rated the probability of criminal involvement
for each moral characteristics and then were given the crime scenarios to respond on the typicality and
intentionality questionnaire. As a result, participants evaluated the crime more intentionally conducted when
both the agent and victim were described morally negative than all the other conditions. Furthermore,
probability of criminal involvement and typicality of the crime revealed the same pattern as intentionality. The
results suggest that moral characteristic of the victim as well as that of the crime agent could influence
judgment of crime intentionality and typicality, which was discussed in limitations of information processes

focused on the crime agent and implications for holistic approaches integrating all factors in crimes.

Keywords: intentionality judgment, moral character, typicality of crime
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