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The Development of the Tool of Representative Emotional Words
to Derive the Emotional Dimensions
in the Process of Emotional Development

Hyejin Jang Youngkeun Kim

Inje University

The purpose of this experimental research is to study the emotional development according to age by
classifying representative emotion words and exploring the patterns of differentiation of emotional dimensions.
In this research, 387 emotion words were gathered based on 5 preceding studies that selected a list of
emotion words with different methods. In addition, 400 university students were recruited to repeatedly
petform 8 classification tasks of emotion words based on similarities as well as classification of the resultant
words, and 387 words were contracted into 216, 61, 52 and 48 words. In order to exclude errors caused by
unfamiliar emotion words, the contracted 48 emotion words were resorted with 10 elementary school students
so that common words for groups of various ages could be selected. As a result, 36 representative emotion

words were finally chosen.

Key words : emotion, emotional words, emotional dimensions, emotion differentiation, emotional development
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