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What Makes Someone a Korean:
Comparing Koreans Explicit and Implicit Attitude on National and
Ethnic Identity

Jaewuk Jung Ju Hyung Huh Jinkyung Na

Sogang University Queen’s University Sogang University

Korean society is rapidly shifting to a more multiethnic and multicultural society and the perception on
Korean identity may be changing as well. The current studies compared Koreans’ perceived importance of the
components of Korean identity, focusing on Korean ethnicity and nationality. Specifically, we asked participants
to compare between a group of non-ethnic Koreans who are Korean nationals (national group) and ethnic
Koreans who are foreign nationals (ethnic group), in terms of each group’s perceived closeness to Korea and
the likeability of each group. In Study 1 where we measured explicit attitude using a self-report measure,
university students (N = 126, male = 48, mean age = 21.88) reported that national group felt more Korean
and was more likeable than ethnic group. However, in Study 2 where we measured the students’ implicit
attitude using IAT, ethnic group was more strongly associated with Korea (N = 65, male = 21, mean age
= 22.39) and was seen in a more positive light (N = 65, male = 24, mean age = 22.43). These results
help us understand Koreans’ psychological complexities when facing the shift toward a more multiethnic and

multicultural society.

Key words : nationality, ethnicity, identiry, explicit, implicit, attitude
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