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EHEO) vs. THAE()
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The Relation between Implicit Theories and Affiliation Preference:

An Indirect Effect of Social Comparison Motivation

Seheon Kim Hajung Cho Sun W. Park

Korea University

The present study aimed to investigate the relation between implicit theories and affiliation preference vis social
comparison motivations. We recruited 115 participants who attended a private university in the United States of
America. We randomly assigned participants to the entity or incremental group by telling them different research
results on the changeability of writing skills. Participants then indicated a preferred writing partner’s writing
skills (SAT Essay score), and why they chose that partner. We found that participants in the incremental,
relative to entity group, showed higher self-improvement motivation, which in turn was related to preference for
partners with higher writing skills. Those assigned to the entity group showed a higher level of self-enhancement
motivation, but this motivation was unrelated to affiliation preference. These results remained the same when
participants’ own writing skills were controlled for. Based on these findings, the importance of research on

implicit theories, and the relation between implicit theories and affiliation preference were discussed.
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