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The Relationships between Preadult Delinquency Propensity and
Offender Recidivism Risk: Mediating Effect of Negative
Thoughts about Self and Career Abandonment
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The study verified the mediating effect of negative thoughts about self and career abandonment between
preadult delinquency propensity and offender recidivism risk. The survey was conducted on 483 offenders. The
collected data was analyzed through the SPSS 25.0 program. Mediating effect verification was performed using
the Process Macro of Hayes (Model 4). The results of this study are as follows. First, the indirect effect of
negative thoughts about self between preadult delinquency propensity and offender recidivism risk was
significant. Second, career abandonment had an indirect effect between preadult delinquency propensity and
offender recidivism risk. Third, double-mediated effects of negative thoughts about self and career abandonment
between preadult delinquency propensity and offender recidivism risk was found to be only significant in

negative thoughts about self. Based on the above findings, implications and suggestions were discussed.

Key words : preadult delinquency propensity, offender recidivism risk, negative thoughts about self, career abandonment,

mediating effect
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