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Awk, AeEe] 2y AI7]E FHEolEW o]
2ol gk AHEF 971 AFET U &
S22 itk

2199 e o7 i FAAME vpx
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2005 - HEE - LN / 22009 0iAT: 3120} 0[RS SAC02 2 0jA3 HE0Ae| SMY E8ix{0|

2 3 BE WQE e JRPAEES Hudch
e ot &ge| AN vizet ofgol 23 xto| 23
WA ApFeldEel AFEATE 54T  oE BE B0l 9, nlaas At

F 1. AFEORES 4, Lol, FXH 4T, AlEZHA X9l BE 7IeEAHE

EE B R
Hel
Eie v sk vl k= w)=
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o] 318 240 35.67 35.98 13.30 10.75
27 3 319 242 373" 4.86" 1.34 1.68
AFE) A 2 A 9 295 217 635" 7.03" 1.50 2.15
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AM 1 18" 05 -05 16 30 2 26 8" 2 14 09 12 -00

27 A" 03 07 08 4
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Fre 237 o4 -8 -07 1 Mo . < . S ) 06 01 11
Soc .10 8 20" a8 1t 1 S~ . VA () -0 19"

Cro 14" 04 13 12 14 20" 20 1 M“e 3 .10 -03 07 05
Pre 1 0 o2t 2" s 360 267 1 48" 0w -1 217

Who .12 00 o4 ut a8t s 2" 36 47 1 12 -9 a9t as”
Gen  .16" 03 K022 VA | 06 01 8 04 03 1 05 07 -12
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Hzol A AAZ E3ato)7t Yepb=A5E 9
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w239 714 2.7441.73) 4.27°(1.82) 0.86
g A 0% 3.85%(1.79) 4.46°(1.71) 0.35

=¥ 2.93%1.79) 4.50°(1.74) 0.89

2+ A 5.524(1.52) 4.88°(1.63) 0.41
ALB A vlg 7hsA 5.411.62) 4.81%1.61) 0.37
Faro 7 W= 6.28'(1.28) 4.89°(1.69) 0.93

EFOlo] =) 5.66%(1.63) 4.74°1.72) 0.55
Tk FARIA 5.574(1.58) 4.72°(1.59) 0.54
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COVID-19 and Face Masks:
East-West Cultural Differences in Wearing Face Masks in Public

Min Hye Kang Chanmun Jeong Jinkyung Na

Department of Psychology, Sogang University

COVID-19 continues to be a threat to humanity since its first reported case in Wuhan, China in November
2019. Among various countermeasures to combat COVID-19, face masks are known to be the most effective
method. However, there was much confusion in the earlier stages of the pandemic, and especially in the West,
protests against wearing masks were frequent unlike in the East. Based on this phenomenon, the current
research investigated the cultural difference related to wearing face masks in the pandemic. Specifically, we
hypothesized that in collective cultures that value ingroup harmony and good relationships with others, people
would wear face masks more frequently and would be influenced by social factors more compared to
individualistic cultures. We also hypothesized that in individualistic cultures that value independence and choice,
people would wear masks less and would consider personal factors more importantly compared to collectivistic
cultures. The results showed that the frequency and intention to wear masks were higher in Koreans compared
to Americans. Also, Koreans considered social factors more importantly compard to Americans, and Americans
weighed personal factors greater compared to Koreans. Furthermore, the frequency of actually wearing a mask
and the intention to wear a non-functioning mask were mediated by the degree of the social factor’s
importance. The results of this study suggest that promoting collectivism can help deter COVID-19 and that

culturally appropriate measures are necessary for collective crises like COVID-19.

Key words : Collectivism, Individualism, Cultural Difference, COVID-19, Face Masks
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Thank you very much for participating in this research. The purpose of this research is to explore possible
factors that could affect people's mask wearing behaviors, amid the Corona Virus(COVID-19) incident. This
survey is composed of two parts: part 1, you will be asked to answer questions about mask. In part 2, you
will be asked to answer some demographic questions, but none of the questions can identify who you are, so
please answer as honest as possible.

Before you move on to the next page, please make sure you read through and understand all the
instructions below. By participating in this research, you are confirming that you are an American citizen who
is over 18 years old and have normal or corrected-to-normal vision. Your response is completely anonymous
and will not be used other than academic purpose. We do not collect any data that can identify who you are.
There are no right or wrong answer, so please answer the questions honestly. Throughout the survey, there will
be several attention check questions to make sure that you are paying attention to the survey. If you fail to
pass the attention check questions, you will NOT be rewarded for your completion of the survey. If the survey
is making you uncomfortable, you may withdraw your participation at any given point.

Some of the questions in the survey might cause mild discomfort. If you feel so, you can always withdraw
your participation. If you have any other concerns regarding your participation, please contact the researcher via
email(chanmunjeong(@naver.com). The researcher has the responsibility to protect the participants from any other
potential danger or side effects. Upon completion of the data collection/analysis, all collected data will be

removed from the content server.

O I have understood the terms of the survey and agree to participate in the research.

1. How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon
the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: The possibility of social
blame

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

2. How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon
the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: My free will

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

3. (How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon
the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: The price of the mask

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely
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10.

. How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon

the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: How much crowded the
location is

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

. (How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon

the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: The amount of
discomfort when wearing a mask

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

. (How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon

the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: Weather

1: Not at all ~ 2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

. How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon

the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: The presence of others

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

. (How much does the described factor affects whether you wear your mask or not in a public space, upon

the Corona Virus incident? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale. Factor: Who I am with (friends,
families, neighbors, strangers, etc.)

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

. Imagine a scenario where you cannot purchase anymore masks, and the only mask you possess cannot

function as a mask. In other words, it cannot prevent your droplets(saliva, sneeze, etc.) from splashing out
and it cannot protect you from getting infected by others. The appearance of the mask seems fine, but it
just cannot function as a mask. When you are in a public space, how much are you willing to still wear
that mask? Please answer the question on a 7 point scale.

1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely

How often do you ACTUALLY WEAR your mask when you go outdoors?
1: Not at all  2: Slightly 3: A little  4: Moderately ~ 5: Quite a bit 6: A lot  7: Extremely
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What is your gender?
O Male O Female

12.What is your age?

13.

14.

15.

16.

What is your nationality?

What is your race or ethnicity?
1: White/Caucasian ~ 2: Hispanic/Latino  3: Black/African American

5: Native American  6: Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander ~ 7: Other

How would you describe your political inclination?
1: Very liberal = 2: Liberal  3: Somewhat liberal — 4: Midway

5: Somewhat conservative  6: Conservative  7: Very conservative

=
T

= 0ia3

4: Asian

b3
=
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Think of this ladder as representing where people stand in the United States. At the top of the ladder are

the people who are best off - those who have the most money, the most education, and the most

respected jobs. At the bottom are the people who are the worst off - who have the least money, least

education, and the least respected jobs or no job. The higher up you are on this ladder, the closer you are

to the very top; the lower you are, the closer you are to the people at the very bottom. Where would

you place yourself on this ladder? Please click the number where you think you stand at this time in your

life, relative to other people in the United States.
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