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Attribution Dimensions of Spouse’s Behavior in Marriage

Kyung-Seong Lee and DougWoong Hahn

Department of Psychology, Sungkyunkwan University

This study proposes a taxonomy of causal attributions appropriated for marital relationship. Study 1 exam-
ines the content of spouses’ causal attributions most common in marriage and the relevance of the direct
attribution inducing method which was used to investigate causal attributions. Attribution data from 338
married people were classified into 183 attribution categories through content analysis. A frequency analysis
of 183 attribution categories showed that the actor atiribution had the highest frequency for both positive
and negative behavior of spouses, followed by the third parties/circumstances/stimulus attribution, the self
attribution that is the object of the behavior of spouses, and the attribution to both sides. In order to
examine the relevance of the direct attribution inducing method, two attribution inducing methods, a direct
method in which an actor directly described causes for the behavior and an indirect method that extracted
attributions from the data of thoughts or feelings that arose sponstaneously when partner behavior occurred,
were used. .72 agreement rate on attribution category was achieved. This result indicates that there is little
difference between direct and indirect methods. Study 21 investigates dimensions underlying attributions
derived from study 1. First, among 183 attribution categories, 70 terms were selected on the basis of
frequency and representativeness for each category. Then 69 undergraduate and graduate students classified
them into 10 categories according to similarity of meaning. A multi-dimensional scaling analysis of these
data showed three dimensions(stress=.07, R’=.96). The interpretation of these dimensions was guided by
data from 60 additional subjects who rated the 70 causes on 24 bipolar scales. As a result, the first
dimension was interpreted as ‘self or spouse-other than self or spouse’(relationship-other than relationship),
the second as ‘spouse-other than spouse’ and the third as ‘both sides-other than both sides’. The result of
the cluster analysis also shows that the interpretation of each dimension acquired from the analysis of the
multi-dimensional scaling was relevant. Finally, the significance, implications, and limitations of this study

were discussed, and issues to be investigated in the future studies were mentioned.

- 136 -



FX 1. 7070 ¥ ool ciigt 3XHA B Ao}

|
Rl kA A d & 4 1 ¢ 2 3
01 o] 7% - -1.21 -1.48 63
02 ol @ 2el7} ol T2 -7 -69
03 927 HRofA G WE W Foll .10 85 74
04 Mz Aepe 7o dahA 1.04 -.98 -13
05 wl$-2k7} ALEES o221 E FolA -35 66 92
06 ol 9-zp7} pefe] AN FAE doslr] deAd -.30 1.44 -.64
07 A9 A9 7] A 1.08 -1.14 1.00
08 ) $-2}7} L E Z[MA fFen -.78 1.43 -.88
09 W7} Zbe] 3HE 7] ol -1.18 -1.45 -.18
10 F ALl B5 wfy] o fof 73 84 1.9
11 T ARE 25 Advbe A ATy -.04 -59 -1.40
12 o227} 7PE e it Azte] REZ a4 -10 81 74
13 ol§-27} ol cjgh efAdo] Aloji -1.00 73 -33
14 e 1.08 -97 1.07
15 2AE) AT 1.57 .15 89
16 < el 1.83 -55 94
17 wi$-27} Aol Felr/d EoiA -.66 65 98
18 5 Aleat 7}5— o19je] c}E Akt ool 1.47 -1 1.30
19 ABI(ZW)*H v -3-of} 147 -27 1.34
20 A (A 7HATFE o F-of 1.50 10 .56
21 o] gayel R u Foll -1.12 -1.43 39
22 o) Ale} Abel oo -1.30 -1.57 67
23 ol $-242] 7] % afFo -.65 .59 1.21
24 ol $-212] 58 o g -60 65 120
25 7ol A2 "y 53 -.74 -69
26 5 A $Ag FA DESn 16 90 -1.92
27 o) 9-xp2] Rbyu] R o F-of -.63 46 1.12
28 vl §-2k7} 27] BAE A stele o=y -92 110 29
29 W §-2}7] ol A @A A -1.09 73 -31
30 W7} ulgxpoll A TR B4 -1.52 -95 -43
31 o) 2-2p7} g FA A -1.09 .83 -18
32 W7t vl$AHE FA 84 -1.56 -96 -.34
33 73 A el 1.59 -.65 99
34 FRAPE AEd 1.58 .05 1.36
3s 2pehE 7 o F-olf 1.19 -91 25
36 g/ zele]7] wf-Fell 1.58 1.00 -.61
37 ) $-217h g ALzt -35 1.61 -1.00
38 vhe] Al Ade] o Eel -1.38 -1.43 35
39 vl $-2}7} 7}EE AlebsiA 47 1.37 -.03
40 T Aol A2 AlEisiA 39 .60 -2.07
41 w27t - AAZHEA -.65 1.60 -9
42 o] Hel/HAlE 3ol -1.24 -1.34 .37
43 Wz Al (M DA FEA Q ‘ﬂ% o) F-of -.06 -1.17 58
44 w-=he] wa) Ale] Abe) -63 52 1.09
45 Al Adgtelel 1.11 -1.07 1.19
46 ulg-xpe] A ufgel -.62 59 97
47 7Hd 87 o F 1.46 -97 .38
48 el A7 i -1.22 -1.46 .36
49 5 Aol M2oA 458 A4 .10 -.65 -1.36
50 A2 kol Azt Ale]r} 9lodA 23 =71 -98
51 E 2 A7) ks 26 .60 222
52 A 2o g3t Wgo] gleiA 15 .77 -2.19
53 5 AR AD 71 olsir} RFaA 05 -60 -1.41
54 w3217} L E o] 8] sfA -72 1.40 -97
55 ¥ 59 ’Jl"J°lEi 1.30 1.24 -1.23
56 2=ty ApAe] glof 1.38 -94 1.06
57 ol §-2}7} 7HEe] ’&517!{ YA 29 1.51 -04
58 el 53 ufFol -9 -1.44 78
59 vl $-2b7} 2| Tl A4)z o Fell 40 1.51 -19
60 T AR AlE, o] oAby 34 -64 -9
61 uHT‘Z}7}’ 234 e ﬂo] &3 QA -29 1.18 20
62 ul9-2ke] AlA) Aled] of ol -76 .50 1.26
63 Wb wl zlollAl & HF o Fof -85 -1.38 73
64 AG(A7DhATF2) RA Abola] 1.53 .14 76
65 B R L B TR | -1.50 -1 -.52
66 927} o] W5 wA7H -.70 .89 -.08
67 22 7t whods| o do|r) W T 121 1.27 -1.18
68 ul-g-zko] HolyH ey F ol -.63 66 s
69 o] A4A 41 -77 -1.28
70 W7l w8A -1.56 -1.20 -36

- 137 -





