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Epel, Castellazzo, & Ickovics, 2000; Barkow, 1975;
Eibl-Eibesfeldt, 1989; Fiske, 1993; Marmot, Ryff,
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W EF Th(Anderson, Kraus,
2012; Boyce, Brown, & Moore, 2010; Huo, Binning,

Galinsky, & Keltner,

& Molina, 2010; Twenge & Campbell, 2002). ©]°ll
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et al,, 2000; Cohen, Alper, Doyle, Alder, Treanor,
& Turner, 2008; Demakakos, Nazroo, Breeze, &
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A8 A A9l BE oA 24 Fade Fel  EZFAD Afolw AT M IRt A
Age AV dlw FBA A AF FEH B AT F AAT
EAROR o3 BAS BolA Yhth al B AT PSS AF AFo] BSFE A
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914 2A&E, AAA o 5 FoA @& A 3F A9 B 93 2710 FonsE
o] AEA AHE ARs] fs B 8§ WAE RHolA EUAT, AEF XH’M] o
Ae AU @ EFelde] Sga Fol @ YN zde Fade FRIMBH A
g0 AE AlF 3] BAE BASATE o] ATe] HoHETE Ikt =3 AEd
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o], A A3hE FAT olFolx AHs] fF  3F AL UH 20 FLEE A5 HTFEA]
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AEe g = o 94 = 12 ZZEYS; p < .05, ¥p < 0L
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5 A-go] Yehtof gt
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A3 F8/A AL Al Alold] FAIASE {9
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gsll, FHA AR Aol w2 FAREY A
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23 2 A 2AxAE] A 0.18" 0.08 0.18 2.22 0.07 0.04 0.14 1.69
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How Do We Determine One’s Social Status?

Social Class Differences in the Perception of Social Status

Seungbeom Hong Bo Kyung Kim
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An emerging literature suggests that people have basic needs for social status which is defined as one’s
comparative social ranking in terms of social esteem an respect. Building on the literature, the present research
examined social class differences in the relative importance of internal vs. external attributes of social status.
The results from two studies showed that external attributes such as income and economic conditions are
relatively more important for lower-class individuals, whereas internal attributes such as attitudes and elegance
are relatively more important for higher-class individuals. Specifically, in Study 1, social class was negatively
associated with perceived importance of external attributes in determining social status and yet, positively
associated with relative importance of internal attributes over external attributes. In Study 2, lower-class
participants reported that their social status was higher when they believed that external criteria of social status
were met than when they believed that internal criteria of social status were met. In both studies, subjective
social class showed stronger effects than objective social class. Taken together, these findings demonstrate that

one’s perception of social status systematically varies as a function of social class.

Keywords : social status, social class differences, subjective social class, objective social class
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