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Abstracts

An Introduction to Culturally Layered Theoretical Research

Methods for Hangeul Literature
Paek, Doo-hyeon & Bae, Jun-young

A culturally layered theoretical research method for Hangeul literature aims
to reveal the diverse cultural components converging in multiple layers in
literary documents, and to throw light on their meanings. In each Hangeul
literary document, the contemporary linguistic, social, and other theme-specific
cultures accumulate and converge in combination, Hangeul literature is thus
a product of such accumulation and convergence. The culturally layered
theoretical approach to Hangeul Literature will help broaden the horizon of
research methodology in the field of Korean linguistic history, and to pursue
a new understanding of Hangeul literature,

The culturally layered theoretical method allows for insight into issues that
have not yet been discussed satisfactorily in existing studies of Hangeul literature,
The key point of a culturally layered theoretical study is to understand as
a whole not only linguistic phenomena contained in literature, but also the
contemporary social culture, the historical background against which such
literature was produced, and the cultural impact of the main contents of the
literary document. The purpose of this theory is to unearth the cultural meaning
of literature by analyzing the document for traces of contemporary linguistic
life, social environment, and historical background, along with a comprehensive
analysis of its characteristics. It becomes possible to illuminate Hangeul literature
as a valuable cultural resource as well as a linguistic one by applying the
culturally layered theoretical research method.

The main chapter defines the concept of culturally layered theoretical research,
and discusses in detail its component elements and analysis methods. The
characteristic of “multiple cultural elements overlapping and fusing within
a single object” is named “cultural layering,” and the approach which looks
into and analyzes this phenomenon is called the “culturally layered theoretical
method.” This methodology can be categorized into the strata of linguistic
culture, social culture, and theme-specific culture, and these layers each include
smaller component units. The cultural elements that form the attribute of
cultural layering can be extracted by observation and analysis of both the
interior and exterior of literary documents. These extracted elements are then
each interpreted individually within their strata, the results of which become
the basis for an integrated interpretation, An integrated approach on the interplay
of linguistic, social, and theme-specific cultures will expand our knowledge
of the history of the Korean language, and will also lend a deeper understanding
of Hangeul literature,
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This culturally layered theoretical approach to Hangeul literature was devised
in the search for a theory that approaches Hangeul literature from a broader
perspective based on the accomplishments of existing studies. Previous
bibliographical/philological and linguistic studies on Hangeul literature form
the basis for the theory of cultural layering. The culturally layered theoretical
method intensifies our understanding of Hangeul literature, Furthermore, it
will contribute to scholarly communication with adjacent fields by extending
the academic reach of the history of Korean language to social, historical,
and cultural dimensions.
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