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Abstracts

The Religious Identities and Practices of the Cheontae Order in

Korea
Ko, Byung-chul

The purpose of this study is to examine the process that Guinsa(CK{Z=F)
communities have created their religious identity, the Cheontae Order in Korea(’k
AR GR), since 1967, In other words, this study is about the change of
religious identity.

For this, in chapter II, examining the origin building of the Cheontae
Order in Korea, I pointed out that Guinsa communities have manufactured
their religious identity from China’ Cheontae Order and believed that Sangwol( k-
H), the founder of Guinsa communities, was the Great Master and Buddha,
In chapter III, examining the change of main scriptures and books, I insisted
that Guinsa communities have expanded the scope of their main scriptures
aiming to receive the Tientai doctirines(K&GHE),

Then, in chapter IV, I examined the process that Guinsa communities have
changed their rituals and practices towards the Cheontae Order. And, by
these, I pointed out that Guinsa communities have formed religious similarities
to other Buddhist communities through the Thousand Eyes and Hands Sutra(TF
K¢), and religious differences from other Buddhist communities through the
Avalokitesvara invocation practices(BLE W) that was based on the Lotus Sutra
(WiE#EER) | as well as working by day and reiterating Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva
at night (EHHH),

As a result, Guinsa communities have aimed to religious identity based
on the Tiantai doctrines in China since 1967, But, combining the Tiantai doctrines
and their rituals and practices of the past including faith on Avalokitesvara
Bodhisattva and the Cheontae Order’ founder, they have been carried out
to make the identity of their own religion. Especially, changes of rituals and
practices have made Guinsa communities the Cheontae Order in Korea. Viewed
from this point, changes of their rituals and practices were strategic tools
to create and maintain the self-identity of the Cheontae Order.

I expect to make this article a small contribution to understand religious
identity of the Cheontae Order in Korea, and to elucidate relationship between

rituals and religious identity.





