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Abstracts

Taxonomic Identity of Chinese Plant Name Sam in Korean

Classics
Shin, Hyun-chul - Ki, Ho-chul - Hong, Seung-jic

The chinese letter Sam were frequently recorded in old Korean liter—
atures, and until now in Korea this letter is interpreted as Cryptomeria japonica,
the endemic species in Japan. However, this letter is considered Cunninghamia
lanceolata, an endemic species in China, and both species were not indigenous
in Korean Peninsula. Therefore, there were the many confusions in the re—
interpretation of Sam in the old traditional knowledges. To clarify the taxonomic
identities of chinese letter Sam recorded in old Korean books, the instances
of Sam were investigated and the characteristics of Sam were inferred from
the DB related to Korean traditional knowledges. As a result, it is confirmed
that the chinese letter Sam recorded in old Korean literature was used to
describe at least 5 species, At first, Sam distributed in the northern part of
Korean peninsula including Mt Paekdu was Larix olgensis. At second, Sam
growing in Mt Chiri amd Jeje Island was Abies koreana, and those distributed
in whole country and planted frequently was Abies holophylla, At fourth,
Sam having the prickle-like leaves and called No~ga—ja was Juniperus chinensis,
and finally, Sam recorded in the voyages of Japan was Cryptomeria japonica,



