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Abstracts

Background in the Spreading of Roof Tiles in Provinces of Late

Silla
Lee, Dong-joo

In the Annals of Silla in the Samguksagi(ZBI%#30), there is a story about
using roof tiles and charcoal even by the public in the 6th year of King
Heongang's flourishing and stable reign. As usually mentioned when dealing
with peaceful reign in the royal capital, the replacement period of roof tiles
faithfully shows the unemployment rate of the roof tile makers.

Manufacture of roof tiles consumes huge amount of fuel. As a result, in
the era of King Heongang, most of the public used roof tiles, It is assumed
that the firing works for centuries must have devastated forest. This coincides
with the situation that the tile—kilns in business slowly moved towards outside
of the royal capital in the late Silla. Furthermore, cooking with charcoal may
seem like an effective way of using fuel, but this seems to have been just
a method for long distance movement. The black charcoal, a kind of wood
charcoal for residential use, is made after burning up to 66%, This reflects
the situation that it had to be light for delivery from a long distance. In
the late Silla, the environment of roof tile manufacturing around the royal
capital had worse handicap of shortage in fuel supply than before. The roof
tile makers around the capital in business could not help facing with troubles
of fuel supply and lack of demand.

Moreover, as roof tiled buildings were spread to the public, it seems that
they wanted to enjoy new life style, They became parasitic on temples and
powerful local families and made the buildings magnificent with beautiful
roof tiles. These physical references show that the same or similar roof tile
designs of the royal capital were found in provinces.

Some started look abroad. Their trade business with Japan thrived and
they enjoyed their new lives, but some incidents forced them to used their
own techniques, As stated in the True History of Three Rejgns of Japan( &A=&
#k), the tragic Great East Japan Earthquake in 869 destroyed 7aga castle(% #4%)
of Mutsu province (FEBH) as well as its ancillary temple, Mutsu Kokubunji (5
5r5F), and Mutsu Kokubun—niji (B #EI5/E3F), and demand of roof tiles
dramatically increased. The former roof tile makers in trading business in
Japan were forced to make roof tiles again, This is not unreasonable because
unemployed roof tile makers in the late Silla went to Japan to live their

lives,



