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Abstracts

(Seodaemun Independence Park) as Memory Symbol of Modernity:
Aspiration for Modernity, Control Mechanism, and Site of Political

Contestation
Jung, Heon-joo - Tae, Ji-ho

This paper examines memory of modernity represented in {(Seodaemun
Independence Park). (Seodaemun Independence Park) is a site where historic
monuments and museum such as {Independence Gate), (Seodaemun Prison),
(Seodaemum Prison History Hall) are located and (Independence and Democ
racy Festival) takes place every year. This paper takes a closer look at how
the site has been historically developed, transformed, and made its meaning
in the changing political and cultural contexts, From a perspective of “memory”
as a cultural practice, it argues that the site surrounding {Seodaemun Independen
ce Park) represents multiple modernities: aspiration for modernity and moderniz
ation; modern control mechanism; public sphere of political struggle. This
paper examines ‘historical facts’ about the park as well as developments of
various discourses surrounding it. It finds that various practices regarding
modernities coexist in this place which is constantly re—contextualized with
memory preoccupied with history and political-economic interests having been
intertwined.






