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Abstracts

The Significance of the Term Bogwebulsik during the Joseon Period
and Its Relationship with the Taotie and Turtle Patterns on Ritual

Vessels
Koo, Hye-in

This paper aims to disclose the true meaning of bo—gwe-bul-sik, a term
coined in ancient China, using a new way of studying ritual vessels of the
Joseon period (1392-1910), and to reinterpret the phrase in order to shed
new light on what the Taotie pattern on ritual vessels symbolized and what
role such vessels played.

This paper analyzes the meaning and use of the term bogwebulsik, which
was used by politicians in China and Korea. It may be said that the phrase
symbolized yechi( Confucianism-based humanistic governance) versus legalism-
based criminal laws, Jia Yi (200 BC-169 BC), a Chinese poet and statesman,
thought that it was possible to make an indicted high-ranking official feel
a sense of shame while saving his face by alluding to what he had been
charged with without mentioning it specifically or directly. It appears that
bogwebulsik, which inherently meant greed and gluttony, was used as a
political term symbolizing yechi with regard to high-ranking officials whose
classical rights were recognized by Confucian scholars. Putting aside political
terminology, this paper tries to identify the elements of the term pertaining
to materialistic culture, and to determine which specific types of patterns
were related to “sik” (i) in the phrase, and why objects that were not adorned
with this pattern came to symbolize a lack of uprightness. This analysis has
produced a different result to existing interpretations of the meaning of the
phrase.

A study of the relevant literature and relics showed that most of the patterns
used to adorn ritual vessels were Taotie and turtle patterns, which played
a key role in adorning such vessels and symbolized an admonition to maintain
one’s uprightness, eat in moderation and refrain from gluttony, This study
perceived a certain congruity in the meaning of the Taotie and turtle patterns
between the relevant literature and the materialistic culture. Thus, this paper
concludes that it makes more sense to interpret the phrase as meaning that
the vessels were unadorned (with Taotie and turtle patterns).

It is generally known that images of a beast’s face on a cauldron belong
to the category of Taotie patterns, but the fact that the images represented
a warning against gluttony is not recognized. With the compilation of ritual
books containing the process of diverse changes in the Taotie patterns, their
role in representing ritual vessels was maintained. The process continued
in China and Korea until the days of the Korean Empire (1897-1910).



The relevant literature shows that people of the Joseon period did not
elaborate on the meaning of “bulsik’ in the phrase bogwebulsik. And it is
also doubtable whether people of that period knew the right meaning of
the Taotie and turtle patterns made on ritual vessels, although they appear
in ritual books used at that time, In a way, Yi Ik’s (a philosopher of the
Joseon period) elaboration on the meaning of the Taotie and turtle patterns
may testify to the fact that the meaning of the patterns was not generally
known. It is an interesting fact (and an object of study) that the term was
frequently used on the border between recognition and non-recognition, and
that the Taotie and turtle patterns continually appeared in illustrations in ritual
books and were actually used in the production of ritual vessels.

It is necessary to conduct an in—depth study to gain a deeper understanding
of the types of specific patterns made on ritual vessels and their background
from a political, social, philosophical, and cultural history perspective. It is
clear that the patterns made on formal ritual vessels had a definite meaning
and purpose. In this respect, it would make sense to view them as symbols
and signs that accumulated various ideas related with rituals and political
philosophy rather than as mere adornments.



