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Abstracts

Canon and Memory:
Focusing on the Registration Aspects of Kim Sowol’s Poetry in

the Anthologies of South & North Korea
Kang, Young-mi

The South Korean poetry anthology genealogized the Korean pure lyric
poetries, and this attempt was mainly based on the diverse poems by Sowol
Kim. The Korean pure lyric poetry—one genre among many Korean poetries
—has been changed its subject as time passed those poems criticizing the
reality were considered the part of pure lyric poetry from the early 1980th,
and the poetry works unraveling the mystery beyond the universe and broadened
the view toward it were also recognized as the part of pure lyric poetry
during 21th century, However, the North Korean poetry anthology comparatively
took a different perspective and began to focus on the poetry works which
described the daily life of public and the universal principle of life and death.
Yet the poems with criticism are still excluded from many South Korean
anthologies and the poems dealing with the sensual topics are often ignored
in North’s, By unfolding his concept on the origin of language and memory,
Sowol Kim actively explored the possibility to find the whole different universe
representing as soul, Both South and North Korea’s literary circles tacitly
acknowledge the symbolic meaning of the communication between what is
lost and the importance of the empathy with the uncommonality in the usage
of dialects and colloquial language. The features mentioned earlier are Kim'’s
original poetic elements, and the Korean literary circles should accept them
for the forthcoming united Korean literature,



