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Abstracts

Conceptualization of the Modernization of Tradition: Focus on

the Interpretation of a House by the Korean Traditional Families
Kim, Kyoung-eun

Tradition implies not only timeness which has been continued from the
past but also valueness as the present meaning. Korean head family is an
appropriate subject to analyze modernization as it has maintained one of
the life styles from the past until modern times. For this reason, this study
attempts to define the concept of “modernization of tradition” through capturing
the context for modernization of tradition, and investigating the grounds of
modernization based on the research question of “How is tradition modernized?”
This study approaches “house” not as a physical environment but as a family,
and selects four Korean traditional houses—Seongyojang, Nongam Traditional
House, Hakbong Traditional House, and Imcheonggak in Andong—which have
a social standing as the Korean head family and are opened to the public
for traditional culture experiences, It tries to collect data from in—depth interviews
with representatives among descendants of those houses and a field study.
The data is then analyzed through a qualitative case study based on interpretative
paradigm. Results of the analysis showed that each traditional house has a
unique identity according to universal criteria of the times and different historical
contexts, The interpretation of Korean traditional houses is that “house” is
the identity of their family, and they regard the root of identity as the essence
of tradition, investing tradition with the present meaning. Thus, tradition implies
normativity since it is premised on the value of the social groups sharing
that tradition, In this context, “modernization of tradition” means not only
a collective process for interpretation as of present but also justification of
that normativity in the present age. This study has significance in that it
deals with normativity as one of the attributes of tradition, and proposes
that consideration on the essence of tradition is critical to figure out
modernization, The concept of “modernization of tradition” can provide clues
about Korean things and Koreaness which have been discussed in the field
of Koreanization discourse,






