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Abstracts

Korean Religious Topography and Law during the Japanese

Colonial Period
Ko, Byoung-chul

This paper aims to examine the influence of the legal system on the Korean
religious landscape during the Japanese colonial period. For this purpose,
I analyzed the major religious laws and their semantics, and examined the
influence of those laws and regulations on religious domain under Japanese
imperialism, Therefore, this study suggests that legislation is a major variable
affecting religious topography.

Except for chapter T (Introduction’) and chapter V(‘Conclusion’), T analyzed
in detail the religious laws and regulations under the Japanese colonial rule
in chapter II(‘Major Religious Laws and Mother Laws Under Japanese
Imperialism’). These laws and regulations can be divided into a few groups
which applies accordingly to Shinto, Confucianism, Buddhism, and all other
religions in general, Moreover, some laws and regulations such as "The Temple
Ordinance of 1911(F#14)s, "The Regulation on Shinto~shrine of 1915(it - <3
HUD,, and "The Regulation on Proselytizing of 1915(fi%k#if); origin in Japanese
law. Hence, I pointed out that the Government-General of Joseon distinguished
and discriminated religions using various laws and regulations, and that Japanese
authorities transplanted their imperialistic religious experience into Joseon.

In chapter M (Tayers of Meaning of Religious Laws and Regulations’),
I analyzed different layers of meaning of religious laws and regulations enforced
by the Government-General of Joseon. On the basis of these, I pointed out
that the religious laws and regulations were oriented toward emperor-centered
values of the Japanese Constitution, and accordingly the stratum of meaning
had spread, and now excluded Confucianism and new religions from the
category of religion. This suggests that the Japanese Government-General
of Joseon had intentions to incorporate Joseon’s religions into emperor—centered
worldview,

In Chapter IV (Religious Laws, Regulations, and Topography of Joseon’),
I analyzed how semantic layers of various religious laws and regulations affected
the Joseon society, Therefore, T pointed out that the religious laws and regulations
excluded Confucianism and new religions from the religious categories and
created ‘Buddhism and Christianity—centered religious landscape, Also 1 pointed
out that different policies were applied to Buddhism, Christianity, Confucianism,
and new religions because of differences in religious laws and regulations.

Finally, this paper is drawing attention to the relation between modern
religious regulations and religious topography through the case of Japanese
Imperialism. T hope that this study will be an opportunity to consider the
legal system as some sort of a crucial variable in understanding religious

landscape and its changes.



