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Abstracts

The Re—evaluation of Syngman Rhee’s Diplomacy in America dur-
ing the U.S. Military Government Era: In Connection with his

Ideology

Yoo, Na-young

This article aims to re—evaluate Syngman Rhee’s diplomacy in America during
the U.S, Military Government Era, Past studies evaluated the subject only
from the perspectives of domestic and international politics. However, his
diplomacy needs to be re-evaluated by connecting Syngman Rhee’s ideology
and nation building plan. Syngman Rhee carried out his diplomacy based
on his core ideologies of independence, liberal democracy, liberal economics,
anti-communism, and realistic international politics, After liberation, indepen—
dence was difficult in the Korean peninsula due to the intensifying conflict
between the United States and the Soviet Union, The Soviet Union’s attempts
to establish a separate government in the north, the breakdown of the Joint
Soviet-American Commission, and the U.S. Military Government’s efforts to
establish a Left-Right Coalition made Syngman Rhee’s nation building plan
difficult. As a result, Syngman Rhee went to America and tried to conduct
his diplomacy based on his ideologies, In an era of intensification of the
Cold War, Syngman Rhee laid the foundation for constructing a liberal democratic

nation in the southern half of the Korean peninsula with his diplomacy.



