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Abstracts

A Suggestion on Unification Educationin Improving Human
Rights in North Korea: Focusing on the Universality of Human

Rights

Cho, Man-joon

Human rights are inherent to human beings, They are universal, inviolable,
and inalieable in any occasions. This study seeks to open a channel to discuss
the issue of North Korean human rights and push for an improvement, based
on the universality of human rights, rather than controversies or ideological
conflicts surrounding the issue, It will critically review the current state of
human rights in North Korea, ongoing discussions on improving the issue,
and effective methodologies of unification education. This paper starts from
the acknowledgement of the need for transnational cooperation and support
when it comes to approaching the issue of North Korean human rights. We
are in a time when awareness on unification is dwindling and a more practical
approach to unification is needed. For this reason, this paper suggests the
direction in which unification education should proceed, as a means of
establishing peace on the Korean peninsula and reinforcing civil society.

The North Korean human right issue and unification education are inseparable
in the process of unification, Although there seems to be no relation between
the two, dealing with the two issues simultaneously will solve the variety
of complicated issues between the two Koreas, such as issues of peace
establishment, democratization, separated families, and mutual trust. With this
goal, we need to implement unification education faithful to the universality
of human rights, Above all, continuous efforts on the part of the international
society, the Korean government, and individual citizens are essential in
establishing the universality of human rights in Korea. We need to create
a common ground based on the inviolability of human rights that are inherent
to all human beings on national and international levels, and to seek substantial
approaches, from multiple perspectives, to bring about an agreement on the
issue through social solidarity. Hopefully, this paper will stimulate Korean
unification by eliciting social empathy and eagerness for unification, despite

the current low interest on this issue.



